
REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

September 9, 2003 
 
FROM: PETER HILLS, Fire Chief/Fire Warden, San Bernardino County  

Consolidated Fire District 
 
SUBJECT: SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF 

EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
AGENCY, FY03 PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION COMPETITIVE GRANT 
PROGRAM  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Acting as the governing body of the San Bernardino County Operational 
Area, ratify the actions of Dennis Hansberger, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors that: 
 
1. Authorize the San Bernardino County Consolidated Fire District as the lead agency to submit a 

grant application for funding in the amount of $3,000,000, with a 25% matching requirement of 
$1,000,000, to the Governor’s Office Of Emergency Services for The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) FY03 Pre-Disaster Mitigation Competitive Grant Program, to be 
used for developing sustainable fuel breaks and defensible zones on private lands in the 
communities of Forest Falls, Angelus Oaks, Barton Flats and Mountain Home Village. 

 
2. Adopt a resolution to authorize Peter R. Hills, Fire Chief/Fire Warden, and Denise L. Benson, 

Division Manager, Fire Department/Office of Emergency Services to take actions necessary 
under the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program to execute and file the documents on behalf 
of the County. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 directs FEMA to provide 
technical and financial assistance to local governments to assist in the implementation of pre-
disaster hazard mitigation measures that are cost-effective and are designed to reduce injuries, 
loss of life, and damage/destruction of property (including damage to critical services and 
facilities) under the jurisdiction of States or local governments. 
 
The national priority for FY 2003 is funding of mitigation projects that address National Flood 
Insurance Program repetitive flood loss properties.  Vegetation management through 
establishment of fuel breaks and defensible areas through mechanical clearing is one of the 
permissible mitigation grant projects.  
 
This application is for a grant to mitigate the threat from wildfire through vegetation management 
(mechanical clearing) and from flood damage after a wildfire.  The grant project targets the Forest 
Falls/Angeles Oaks/Mountain Home Community area of the Mill Creek watershed.   
 
The amount of the grant is $3,000,000 with a required 25% match of $1,000,000.  The matching 
requirement can be satisfied in the form of direct mechanical clearing related expenditures or in-
kind contributions. The County has up to three years to spend the grant proceeds. 
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DRAFT 

 
 
 
The attached application includes a program narrative, and budget detail worksheets defining all 
proposed purchases and distributions within Pre-Disaster Mitigation Competitive Grant Project 
Area.  
 
The deadline for grant submittals was September 6, 2003.  In order to meet this deadline Dennis 
Hansberger, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, authorized Peter R. Hills, Fire Chief/Fire 
Warden, and Denise L. Benson, Division Manager, Fire Department/Office of Emergency 
Services to take whatever actions are necessary to execute and file the documents on behalf of 
the County to complete the grant application.  Approval of Recommendations No. 1 and No. 2  
ratifies Chairman Hansberger’s action. 
 
 
REVIEW BY OTHERS:  This item has been reviewed by County Counsel (Deputy Dennis Tilton) 
on September 2, 2003, and the County Administrative Office, (Wayne Thies, Administrative 
Analyst) on September 2, 2003. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The $3,000,000 grant fully covers all equipment costs, training, and 
planning/administrative costs.   There is no fiscal impact to the County because matching 
requirements ($1,000,000) can be met through in-kind contributions or other direct mechanical 
clearing related expenditures.  Implementation of the FY03 (Part II) Homeland Security Grant 
Program grant is contingent upon receiving grant funding, which the Department estimates 
receiving in February 2004.   
 

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS:  Third. 
 

PRESENTERS: Peter R. Hills (909) 387-5974 
Denise L. Benson (909) 356-3998 
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